Regardless of the correct or incorrect combining authorship, the name B. gracilis has been widely used for the blue grama grass. However, a few recent works have recognised that, with the later valid publication of the combination, the name B. gracilis (Kunth) Lag. ex Griffiths is a later homonym of B. gracilis Vasey (1.c.) and is illegitimate (e.g., The International Seed Testing Association, List Stabil. PI. Names, ed. 3,23. 1988; Encke & al., Zander Handw.-Buch Pfl.-Namen, ed. 13, 143. 1984; ed. 14, 148. 1993; ed. 15, 148. 1994) . In these works, the name B. oligostachya (Nutt.) Torr. ex A. Gray replaces B. gracilis (Kunth) Lag. ex Griffiths for the blue grama grass.
According to Gould (l.c., 1980: 393) , blue grama grass is one "of the most important range species of the plains regions of North America". Although this grass occurs from just north of the Canadian border to Mexico, it is mainly widespread in the southwestern United States wherein it and B. curtipendula (Michx.) Torr. "provide a large proportion of the native forage consumed by domesticated animals" (fide Gould).
Even though alternative names, such as Bouteloua oligostachya and Chondrosum gracile exist, the name B. gracilis has been very widely used for the blue grama grass, a fact that is evident not only from the references listed above, but also from a subject search of the AGRICOLA literature database (on Title -Abstract -Key Terms -Geo. Area). This yielded 340 references to B. gracilis and an additional 34 to blue grama alone (191g1997) . No references were found to Chondrosum (or orth. var. Chondrosium) gracile or to B. oligostachya.
Regarding the status of B. gracilis Vasey, except for its listing as a synonym of B. aristidoides (Kunth) Griseb., both in Index Kewensis and in Gould (I.c., 1980: 388) , the name has remained in obscurity. [Gould erred in treating B. gracilis Vasey as a later homonym of the invalid "Bouteloua gracilis Lag., 1840, which is an apparent contradiction to his ascription of B. gracilis to Griffiths on p. 392.1 Gould's treatment of B. gracilis has since been consistently adopted throughout North America, thereby perpetuating its erroneous usage.
Therefore, it is emphasised that the name Bouteloua gracilis (Kunth) Griffiths 1912 must be conserved against B. gracilis Vasey 1879 to avoid serious disadvantageous change in the nomenclature of blue grama grass. The authorship and synonymy are, as follows. 
Bouteloua gracilis

